THE NORTHWARD  DASH

'Aziz, son of his uncle.   And 'Aziz grew up into a strong
youth, endowed with courage and other virtues.

'Many years had passed, and Bu Zaid wished to discover
which, if any, of these three supposed sons was his. So he
said to the eldest, "Come, we will go a journey.35 And Bu
Zaid prepared a sack of flour and put into the mouth of it
a single date. Then the greybeard and the youth prepared
their camels and journeyed till they came to a plain which
was as bare of pastures as the palm of a man's hand, except
for a single sidr tree. And Bu Zaid said, "Here we will halt
and I will sleep under the sidr, while you prepare me a
meal."

cAnd while he slept the young man looked round but
could find no firewood, for the sidr was green, so he opened
the sack of flour, and seeing the single date within, took
and ate it, for he was hungry.

'And Bu Zaid awaking, said, "Where is the meal?"
"There is none/' the youth answered, "for firewood is
nowhere to be found, and I opened the sack to find but
one date and that I ate."

' "Then we must return," said Bu Zaid.

"And after they had dwelt in their tents some days, Bu
Zaid addressed the youth's brother, saying, "Come, let
us go a journey." And again he prepared the sack of flour
with the single date, as he had done before, and the two set
out and came to the same plain with its single sidr tree.

'Said Bu Zaid, "I must sleep here while you prepare the
meal."

'And the young man looked about for firewood and
could find none, then he opened the sack and seeing the
date, ate it.

'So when Bu Zaid woke and asked for his meal, there
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